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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARING ON NICARAGUA 
REF: BOVA/THEBERGE TELECON APRIL 4, 1977 

1 . SUMMARY: THERE IS NO DIRECT U.S. MILITARTY INVOLVEMENT IN 

GON COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPERATIONS AGAINST FSLN TERRORIST REVOLU- 
TIONARIES, PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN OF ANTI-SOMOZA IDEOLOGUES NOT- 
WIHSTANDING. END SUMMARY. 

2. WITH RESPECT TO CONGRESSIONAL HEARING, WE WOULD LIKE TO STRESS 
THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. THERE IS NO U.S. MILITARTY PARTICIPATION OF ANY KIND, OR EVEN 
U.S. MILITARY OBSERVERS, IN NATIONAL GUARD COUNTER-INSURGENCY 
OPERATIONS, OR ANY OTHER GON MILITARY COMBAT OPERATIONS. ANY AL- 
LEGATION TO THE CONTRARY IS COMPLETELY FALSE. 

B. U.S. MILITARY OBSERVERS HAVE BEEN PRESENT DURING THE CONDECA 
REGIONAL CENTRAL AMERICAN DEFENSE MANEUVERS WHICH HAVE BEEN CON- 
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DUCTED FOR SEVERAL YEARS, MOST RECENTLY IN NICARAGUA LAST NOVEMBER. 
THE CONDECA MANEUVERS WERE IN NO WAY RELATED TO NICARAGUAN COUNTER- 
INSURGENCY OPERATIONS. IN FACT, NO LIVE AMMUNITION WAS USED. 

:. WHILE THERE IS NOTHING INHERENTLY WORONG IN U.S. COUNTER- 
INSURGENCY TRAINING, NO MILGP PERSONNEL ARE OR HAVE BEEN IN RECENT 
YEARS INVOLVED IN IN-COUNTRY TRAINING OF NATIONAL GUARD PERSONNEL 
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FOR COUNTER-INSURGENCY. NICARAGUAN MILITARY PERSONNEL HAVE RECEIVED 
SUCH TRAINING AT PANAMA CANAL ZONE, AND CONUS TRAINING FACILITIES, 
ALONG WITH STUDENTS FROM MOST OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES. (THERE 
IS AT PRESENT ONE NICARAGUAN GN STUDENT IN RANGER TRAINING IN THE 
U.S.) THE UNSOPHISTICATED NATURE OF U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT AC- 
QUIRED BY THE GON NORMALLY HAS NOT REQUIRED INSTRUCTION IN THEIR 
USE AND MAINTENANCE, EXCEPT OF THE MOST ELEMENTARY KIND. PLANNED 
GON PURCHASE OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT FOR FY 1978 UNDER FMS FINANCING 
FOCUSES ON REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLETE AIRCRAFT AND WEAPONS, AND CASH 
PURCHASES OF SPARE PARTS AND SUPPORT ITEMS NEEDED TO MAINTAIN EQUIP- 
MENT CURRENTLY IN THE INVENTORY. RECENT MILITARY PURCHASES UNDER FMS 
PROGRAM HAS CONCENTRATED ON SMALL ARMS SUCH AS M-16'S, VEHICLES, 

LIGHT AIRCRAFT AND HELICOPTERS. 

D. ERNESTO CARDENAL, NICARAGUAN PRIEST, HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN A 
VICIOUS CAMPAIGN AGAINST U.S. MILITARY RELATIONS WITH NICARAGUA 
DURING TRIP LAST MONTH TO THE UNITED STATES, MEXICO AND VENEZUELA. 
CARDENAL IS A PRO-CASTRO EXTREMIST EDEOLOGUE WITH HISTORY OF 
INVOLVEMENT AS POLITICAL ACTIVIST ANDPROPAGANDIST AGAINST SOMOZA 
REGIME AND US-NICARAGUAN MILITARY AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS. OVER THE 
PAST FEW YEARS, CARDENAL HAS BEEN RGULARLY MAKING SUCH PATENTLY 
FALSE CHARGES AS U.S. MILITARY ARCRAFT INVOLVEMENT IN BOMBING 
RADIS AGAINST FSLN TERRORSITS FROM PANAMA CANAL ZONE BASES, U.S. 
COMBAT INVOLVEMENT IN GON COUNTER-INSURGENCY OPERATIONS, U.S. 
PROGRAMS OF STERILIZATION OF NICARAGUAN WOMEN, AND OTHER SUCH PROP- 
AGANDA. DURING CARDENAL'S TRIP TO THE UNITEDSTATES LAST MONTH, WOLA 
ORGANIZED A PRESS CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON AT WHICH HE AIRED THESE 
FALSE CHARGES AGAINST THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. FERNANDO CARDENAL, 
ANOTHER NICARAGUAN PRIEST AND BROTHER OF ERNESTO, MADE NUMEROUS 
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FALSE ACCUSATIONS AND MISREPRESENTATIONS REGARDING U.S. ECONOMIC 
AND MILITARTY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN NICARAGUA BEFORE FRASER 
COMMITTEE LAST UNE. THEIR VIEWS HAVE BEEN PRESENTED TO REPS KOCH, 
FRASER AND OTHERS AND MAY FORM THE BASIS FOR PART OF THE CONCERN OF 
THESE CONGRESSMEN. 

THEBERGE 
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